New Hampton Community Church

essage Notes Febraury 22, 2026

Ass@ciate Pastor Scott Sweetland | Celebrating God’s Favor, 2000
Reasons
Proverbs 19:17 “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he
will reward them for what they have done.”

How many verses in the Bible address the themes of poverty, justice,
and the responsibility to care for the marginalized and oppressed?
Over verses
Proverbs 11:25: “Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one
who waters will himself be watered well” teaching that giving
generously leads to receiving abundance.
James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no
variation or shadow due to change”
Proverbs 19:17 - “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and
he will reward them for what they have done.”

people live in extreme poverty (less than $3.00/day)

Deuteronomy 15:11 - “There will always be poor people in the land.
Therefore, I command you to be open-handed toward your fellow
Israelites who are poor and needy in your land.”

Proverbs 14:31 “Whoever oppresses the poor shows contempt for
their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God.”

Luke 6:20-21: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be
satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you

will laugh.”

James 2:5: “Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen
those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to
inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?”

1John 3:17-18 - “If anyone has material possessions and sees a
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of
God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or
speech but with actions and in truth.”

1 John 3:17-18 - “If anyone has material possessions and sees a
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love
of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words
or speech but with actions and in truth.”

The way we treatthe  reflectsour  for God

Luke 4:18 - “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to set the oppressed free.”

Matthew 25:35-40 “For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed
me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you
came to visit me. Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when
did we see YOU hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give YOU
something to drink? When did we see YOU a stranger and invite
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see YOU
sick or in prison and go to visit you? “The King will reply, ‘Truly I
tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for ME.”

Serving the equals serving !

James 2:15-17: “Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and
daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and
well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is
it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by
action, is dead.”

A faith is simply  faith!

Generosity brings and !
Proverbs 11:25, 22:9, and 2 Corinthians 9:6-8:

What Can I do?
e Committo a of showing kindness to the poor this week
e Worshipping God by serving the poor is !
e Examine your

Is anything you from reflecting a heart like Jesus?
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