
“How Sundays Change the World”

Part 5



“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for 
the Sabbath” 
Matthew 22:37



“If you call the Sabbath a delight
and the Lord’s holy day honorable,

and if you honor it by not going your own way
and not doing as you please or speaking idle 

words,
then you will find your joy in the Lord,

and I will cause you to ride in triumph on the 
heights of the land”                    

Isaiah 58:13–14



“When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”



Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.”

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this 
was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 
not overcome it”     
Matthew 16:13–18



The Church of Jesus has improved our world
more than any other entity in History



“All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. They sold property and possessions to give to 
anyone who had need. . . . And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved 
Acts 2:44–45, 47. 

“There were no needy persons among them. For from time 
to time those who owned land or houses sold them, brought 
the money from the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, 
and it was distributed to anyone who had need” 
Acts 4:34–35.



“[It was . . . ] a city filled with misery, danger, fear, despair, 
and hatred. A city where the average family lived a squalid 
life in filthy and cramped quarters, where at least half of 
the children died at birth or during infancy, and where most 
of the children who lived lost at least one parent before 
reaching maturity. A city filled with hatred and fear rooted 
in intense ethnic antagonisms.” 

“The Rise of Christianity”     historian Rodney Stark: 
HarperCollins, 1997, p. 160



“Once Christianity did appear, its superior 
capacity for meeting these chronic problems 
soon became evident and played a major role 
in its ultimate triumph.” 

The Rise of Christianity, p. 162



“Dionysius [a bishop at the time] wrote, ‘At the first onset of the 
disease, [the pagans] pushed the sufferers away and fled from their 
dearest, throwing them into the roads before they were dead and 
treated unburied corpses as dirt, hoping thereby to avert that spread 
and contagion of the fatal disease.’

Meanwhile, the followers of Jesus “nursed the sick and dying and even 
spared nothing in preparing the dead for proper burial.” 
The Rise of Christianity, p. 83

“their benevolence toward strangers and care for the graves of the 
dead. . . . The impious Galileans support not only their poor, but ours 
as well.” 
The Rise of Christianity, p. 84 



“The Church is the hope of the world.” 

Pastor Bill Hybels



“Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the 
roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, 
shouting:
“Hallelujah!

For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
Let us rejoice and be glad

and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come,

and his bride has made herself ready.
Fine linen, bright and clean,

was given her to wear.”



Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed 
are those who are invited to the wedding 
supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These 
are the true words of God.” 
Revelation 19:6–9



[The kingdom of heaven] will be like a man going on a 
journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to 
them. To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two 
bags, and to another one bag, each according to his ability. 
Then he went on his journey. The man who had received 
five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work 
and gained five bags more. So also, the one with two bags 
of gold gained two more. But the man who had received 
one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
master’s money.



After a long time the master of those servants 
returned and settled accounts with them. The man 
who had received five bags of gold brought the 
other five. “Master,” he said, “you entrusted me 
with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.”

His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I 
will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!”



The man with two bags of gold also came. “Master,” 
he said, “you entrusted me with two bags of gold; 
see, I have gained two more.”

His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I 
will put you in charge of many things. Come and 
share your master’s happiness!”



Then the man who had received one bag of gold 
came. “Master,” he said, “I knew that you are a hard 
man, harvesting where you have not sown and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I 
was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the 
ground. See, here is what belongs to you.”



His master replied, “You wicked, lazy servant! So you 
knew that I harvest where I have not sown and 
gather where I have not scattered seed? Well then, 
you should have put my money on deposit with the 
bankers, so that when I returned I would have 
received it back with interest.



“So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the 
one who has ten bags. For whoever has will be given 
more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever 
does not have, even what they have will be taken 
from them. And throw that worthless servant 
outside, into the darkness, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth”     
Matthew 25:14–30



APPLICATION:

Be the Church



Keep (make) Sunday worship a priority


