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Jeremiah 9:23-24
Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in 
his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his 
might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let 
him who boasts boast in this, that he understands 
and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices 
steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the 
earth.  For in these things I delight, declares the 
LORD.”





Romans 12:1-3
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you:  Take your 
everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-
work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as 
an offering.  Embracing what God does for you is the best 
thing you can do for him.  Don’t become so well-adjusted to 
your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.  
Instead, fix your attention on God.  You’ll be changed from 
the inside out.  Readily recognize what he wants from you, 
and quickly respond to it.



Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you 
down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best 
out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.
I’m speaking to you out of deep gratitude for all that 
God has given me, and especially as I have 
responsibilities in relation to you.  Living then, as 
every one of you does, in pure grace, it’s important 
that you not misinterpret yourselves as people who 
are bringing this goodness to God. No, God brings it 
all to you.



The only accurate way to understand ourselves is by 
what God is and by what he does for us, not by what 
we are and what we do for him.





Matthew 6:25-33
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or what you will drink, or about 
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 
food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the 
birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  
Are you not of more value than they?  And can any of 
you by worrying add a single hour to your span of 
life?



And why do you worry about clothing?  Consider the lilies of 
the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell 
you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he 
not much more clothe you—you of little faith?  Therefore do 
not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we 
drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’  For it is the Gentiles who 
strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things.



But strive first for the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well.


